The Story of the Wmged-S
and the other gallant members of the crew, had good
chances of reaching its destination. A slight breeze in
the right direction, or a slightly longer runway, would
most probably have permitted a take-off. On the other
hand, a series of take-off tests before the final attempt
would have permitted checking the auxiliary landing
gear and establishing under safe conditions the best
take-off technique. If the distance of the runway had
proved inadequate, which I do not believe was the case,
it would have indicated the necessity of building a hill
at the end or assisting in some way the starting of the
ship, However, all this required time which was not
available.
Greatly disappointed and saddened by this disaster,
we took the old $-29 and moved it into the now empty
hangar. An ambitious enterprise that had a fine chance
of becoming a success, became a great failure. The
future was again filled with gloomy uncertainties. But
the little group still had the determination to work and
fight with adversities until success of a more permanent
nature could be achieved.